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Fig. 1. Design concept of self-powered flexible biomedical sensor: (a) Active biomedical sensors directly collect various physiological

signals and convert them into electrical signals; (b) energy-type biomedical sensors collect energy and provide energy for commer-

cial sensors.
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Fig. 2. Working mechanism of piezoelectric nanogenerator/34:

(a) Crystal model of ZnO; (b) piezoelectric potential of ZnO
nanowire; (¢) finite element analysis of piezoelectric poten-
tial of ZnO nanowires; (d) mechanism of piezoelectric nano-

generator.
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Fig. 3. Four working modes of triboelectric nanogenerator[d:
(a) Vertical contact separation mode; (b) lateral sliding
mode; (c) single-electrode mode; (d) freestanding triboelec-

tric-layer mode.
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Fig. 5. Self-powered flexible respiratory sensor: (a) Wearable self-powered active sensor for respiration monitoring based on a flexible

piezoelectric nanogenerator?”; (b) wearable respiration sensor based on a pyroelectric nanogenerator integrated with an N95 respira-

torl%l; (c¢) blow-driven triboelectric nanogenerator as an active alcohol breath analyzer!!7.
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Fig. 6. Self-powered flexible pulse sensor: (a) Self-powered, one-stop, and multifunctional implantable triboelectric active sensor for

real-time biomedical monitoring!*’); (b) flexible self-powered ultrasensitive pulse sensor based on triboelectric effect™; (c) self-

powered ultra-flexible biosensor based on nanograting-patterned organic photovoltaics/l,
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Fig. 7. Self-powered flexible temperature sensor. (a) Self-powered temperature sensor based on a PyNGP?; (b) self-powered temper-
ature-pressure dual-parameter sensor fabricated by organic thermoelectric materials®; (c) wireless temperature sensor system based

on hybridized nanogeneratorls.
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Fig. 8. Self-powered flexible artificial sense organ: (a) Self-powered triboelectric auditory semsor for social robotics and hearing

aidsP%; (b) self-powered triboelectric tactile sensor with metallized nanofibers for wearable electronics®; (c) an artificial triboelectri-

city-brain-behavior closed loop for intelligent olfactory substitution®.
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transmission%); (c) flexible man-machine interfacel60.
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SPECIAL TOPIC—Flexible electronics

Research progress of self-powered flexible biomedical sensors’
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Abstract

In recent years, flexible biomedical sensors have received extensive attention and achieved great
development. However, the battery life of flexible biomedical sensors is limited, which has become a bottleneck
restricting the development of flexible biomedical sensors. The concept of self-powered flexible biomedical sensor
provides an important idea for solving battery life problem. This review summarizes the research progress of
self-powered flexible biomedical sensors over the years. Besides, this review discusses several self-powered
flexible biomedical sensors based on different power generation technologies and different materials, as well as
their respective advantages and scope of application. Further, some representative research works are selected
and discussed in detail. Self-powered flexible biomedical sensors can be divided into wearable self-powered
flexible biomedical sensors and implantable self-powered flexible biomedical sensors according to their working
positions, which can be used to collect important physiological indicators such as human respiration, pulse,
temperature, etc. Finally, this paper also predicts and evaluates the future research direction of self-powered

flexible biomedical sensors.

Keywords: self-powered, biomedical sensor, nanogenerator, flexible
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